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Research on the Chinese Cultural Symbol in Illustration in Primary School Chinese Textbook
Zhang Jing, Wang Wenxiu

Abstract: Chinese cultural symbol carries the cultural memory of a state and nation, which serve as
a cultural link for the formation of national identity and the fostering of the consciousness of a community
for the Chinese nation. Based on the relationship between symbol and object, the symbol in illustration in
the unified primary school Chinese textbook can be categorized into iconic symbol representing life,
indexical symbol pointing to spiritual imagery, and regulative symbol signifying dialogue meaning. This
sequence of symbol constructs a path for primary school students to recognize Chinese culture,
progressing from understanding appearance to experiencing imagery and then to identifying signification,
displaying the characteristics of iconic direction, increased number and specifically significative. By
introducing the analytical framework of visual grammar, the visual semantics of Chinese cultural symbol
can be interpreted from the dimensions of representation, interaction and composition. To optimize the
visual expression of the symbol, we should regulate the visual representation of the symbol, enhance the
visual interaction of it and improve the visual composition of it,

Key words: textbook illustration; Chinese cultural symbol; visual grammar; unified primary school
Chinese textbook
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