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It was the day of the big cross — country run. Students from
seven different primary schools in and around the small town were
warming up and walking the route ( } 28 ) through thick
evergreen forest.

I looked around and finally spotted David, who was standing
by himself off to the side by a fence. He was small for ten years
old. His usual big toothy smile was absent today. 1 walked over
and asked him why he wasn’t with the other children. He hesitated
and then said he had decided not to run.

What was wrong? He had worked so hard for this event!

I quickly searched the crowd for the school’s coach and asked
him what had happened. “I was afraid that kids from other schools
would laugh at him,” he explained uncomfortably. “I gave him the

choice to Tun or not, and let him decide. ”

I bit back my frustration (8% ). I knew the coach meant
well — — he thought he was doing the right thing. After making
sure that David could run if he wanted, I turned to find him coming
towards me, his small body rocking from side to side as he swung
his feet forward.

David had a brain disease which prevented him from walking
or running like other children, but at school his classmates thought
of him as a regular kid. He always participated to the best of his
ability in whatever they were doing. That was why none of the
children thought it unusual that David had decided to join the cross
— country team. It just took him longer — - that’s all. David had
not missed a single practice, and although he always finished his
run long after the other children, he did always finish. As a special
education teacher along school, I was familiar with the challenges
David faced and was proud of his strong determination.
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We sat down next to each other, but David wouldn’t look at me.

I watched as David moved up to the starting line with the other

runners.
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-{ when H the day of the big cross-country run FREFBEA] ]

HEFPEPELH the small town
where the route ( B&£% ) through thick evergreen forest ]
David was standing by himself offto the side by a fence. |
David is a boy with a brain disease which prevented
him from walking or running like other children. RE
His usual big toothy smile was absent today. | —{#EFRE |
a special education teacher at the school ]
the school’s coach
students from seven different primary schools |
at school his classmates thought of him as a regular kid ]

He always participated to the best of his ability in whatever they were doing. ]
He hesitated and then said he had decided nottorun. |

Tt just took him longer — that's all. | 1B THR% |

David had not missed a single practice, and although he always #F
finished his run long after the other children, he did always finish. RE

o ...afraid that kids from other schools would laugh at him. ]
wi
o David could run if he wanted.
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David felt sad, as he was eager to take part in the run. |

I comforted him softly, patting him on the shoulder. |

David felt better I chatted with David and encouraged him. |

e

Slow as he was, he didn' give up, rocking from side to side in his typical style. |

Although David was the last one to cross the finish line, the crowds cheered for him. l
All his hard work paid off. The big toothy smile appears on his face again. ]
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ducked down his head; couldn’t help weeping; bit his bottom lip hard; ’

with his head dropping; hold his fist tightly;wiped out his tears; nodded at me;
fell behind;move forward;crossed the finishing line; was out of breath

comforted him softly; patted him gently on the shoulder;
smiled; gave him a big thumb-up; gave high fives to each other;

gazed at him with curious eyes;whispered; shook hands with him; ’

@

shot /rushed/dashed forward; moved; cheered for him; hugged him;
him on his victory; burst into applause

tears welled up in his eyes;his sadness and frustration; determinedly;

David’s face lit up; raised his head with strong determination;gather one's courage
his eyes kling with d a d ined look; with firm steps;

the big toothy smile; his courage and perseverance; his hard work paid off

u softly; gently; glad; sighed with relief;words of encouragement; inspiring words;
anxiously;held my breath; my heart sank; be proud of:beaming; excitement

m ‘burst out cheering for him; shout encouragement;wild cheers and applause; ]

in a low voice; be afraid of; be worried about;was eager to run; ’

'won great respect from the crowds; understood the courage; called his names

-[ﬁﬁﬁ ]—[hearingthis;anhe ;the next ;th dly; in the end ]

ARiEM 5 Although he was out of breath, the big toothy smile appears on his face again.
‘When the race began, all the runners dashed forward while David soon fell behind.
Y

8135 Slow as he was, David kept his own pace all the way,
3FiH15 rocking from side to side in his typical style.
MY 5] What a meaningful experience!

wE David, if you would like to run, I would firmly support you.
People only tease at the ones who give up halfway.
Just be yourself, we’re always with you.

rustling leaves also sounded like they were cheering for him.

‘Wind was blowing through the thick evergreen forest, whose
s Even the birds flying overhead seemed to twitter their cheers for him.
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'Wind was blowing through the thick evergreen forest, whose }

rustling leaves also sounded like they were cheering for him.
Even the birds flying overhead seemed to twitter their cheers for him. ]

All his hard work paid off. What a meaningful experience! ]

David realized that what matters is not outward appearance
but inner courgae and ination to the di i

David was the last one to finish the run, yet the crowds
cheered for him as he crossed the finishing line.

1 hugged him excitedly, glad to see that big toothy smile appear on his face again. |
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W& | | iLBWRENR : although he always finished his run ..., he did always finish.
N B iE4RIBM A : his small body rocking ... as he swung his feet forward

RIBME) : That was why none of the children thought it unusual ...

B4 0 B 0 3R

FIBM ) : I walked over and asked him why he wasn't with the other children.
FIBMED : Tknew the coach meant well.

: I quickly searched ... and asked him what had happened.

FIBM ) : 1 was afraid that kids from other schools would laugh at him.
FiBM : he thought he was doing the right thing.

FIBM ) : He always participated ... in whatever they were doing.

FIBM ) : He hesitated and then said he had decided not to run.

SEME] I... finally spotted David, who was standing by himself ....
David had a brain disease which prevented him from walking ...

fikgia As a special education teacher along school,

SMFLEM : After making sure that.., I turned to find him coming towards me,

his small body rocking from side to side ....

| David had a brain disease which prevented him from walking or running like other children.
ZAEX : ...he had decided not to run. David had decided o join the cross-country team.

1 gave him the choice to run or not.

m David had a brain disease ..., but at school his classmates thought of him as a regular kid.
David had not missed.., and although he always finished his run ..., he did always finish.

Students ... were warming up and walking the route through thick evergreen forest.

1looked around and finally spotted David,....

1 walked over and asked him why he wasn’t with the other children.

—| He hesitated and then said he had decided not to run.

1 quickly searched the crowd... and asked him what had happened.

1 gave him the choice..., and let him decide.
As a special education teacher..., I was familiar with ... and was proud of ....
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After making sure that David could run ifhe wanted, I turned to find him coming towards me,
his small body rocking from side to side as he swung his feet forward.

why3 | SHIRIEME)/it ARSI IE/that3 | SHIREME) :
That was why none of the children thought it unusual
that David had decided to join the cross-country team.
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We sat down next to each other, but David wouldn’t look
at me. He just ducked down his head and couldn’t help weeping.
It seemed that he was eager to take part in the run. I comforted him
softly, “David, if you would like to run, I would firmly support
you.” He bit his bottom lip hard, holding his fist tightly. Patting
him gently on the shoulder, I said, “People only tease at the ones
who give up halfway. Just be yourself, we’re always with you.”
Hearing this, David’s face lit up. He raised his head with strong
determination, his eyes sparkling with confidence. We smiled and
gave high fives to each other.

I watched as David moved up to the starting line with the
other runners. When the race began, all the runners dashed
forward while David soon fell behind. Slow as he was, David kept
his own pace all the way, rocking from side to side in his typical
style. In the end, the other runners finished the run except David.
However, nobody left. Everyone kept cheering for David loudly
until he eventually crossed the finishing line. All the classmates
hugged him and congratulated him on his victory. Although he was
out of breath, the big toothy smile appears on his face again. His
hard work paid off. What a meaningful experience!
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