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Interdisciplinary Thematic Learning: Significance, Connotation and Design

SHEN Xuancheng
(School of Humanities, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou Zhejiang, 311121)

Abstract: Interdisciplinary thematic learning is an important innovation of compulsory education curriculum for better inte-
gration of curricula. Its curriculum value lies in conforming to the internal law of discipline development, cultivating students’
core literacy, and strengthening the connection between discipline and life. Interdisciplinary subject learning is a comprehensive
learning activity based on students’ knowledge, cetering around a certain research theme and treating the course content of a cer-
tain subject as the main part, which is characterised by being comprehensive, practical, thematic, disciplinary and cooperative.
To design interdisciplinary thematic learning, four main essentials should be grasped: determining learning themes based on life
field and cognitive practice; determining learning objectives based on the core literacy for student development; developing evalu-
ation tools based on the principle of “backward design”; and arranging learning activities centering around cultivating reflective
thinking.

Key words: interdisciplinary thematic learning, comprehensive curriculum, subject courses, core literacy, life practice,

teaching design
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