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Interdisciplinary Thematic Learning:
An Attempt to Construct the Curriculum Discourse

Cui Yunhuo & Guo Hongrui

Abstract: As the core concept of the new curriculum of compulsory education, interdisciplinary thematic learning is
both a highlight and a difficulty; however, it is a polysemous term that needs to be clarified urgently. In the context of the
new curriculum reform, the connotation of interdisciplinary thematic learning indicates interdisciplinary learning through
thematic learning so as to cultivate students” comprehensive core competencies. In terms of practical operation,
interdisciplinary thematic learning can be divided into two types: the type of Subject A crossing Subject B, and the type of
Subject A crossing Subject B + . Interdisciplinary thematic learning has four key characteristics: starting from the
cross—subject approach, focusing on theme-based integration, taking the path of practical learning, and aiming at
competence cultivation. It emphasizes the logical starting point of subject learning, heeds the changes in the organization
of learning content, and highlights the characterization of the learning revolution under the guidance of core competencies.
From the perspective of practical strategies, interdisciplinary thematic learning should focus on implementing the
unit-based approach, and use units as the carrier of instructional design and implementation; lay stress on utilizing the
significance of the theme, and construct meaningful and comprehensive themes; attach importance to the construction of
content, and select and organize integration—oriented content; lay emphasis on learning by practice, and promote the
reform of learning methods that integrate knowledge and action; and place much importance on the assessment of learners”
performance, and embed performance—based assessment to transform traditional assessment methods.
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