Be careful where you put your nose!  

Long ago, elephants had short noses, not trunks. One of these elephants lived in Africa. He was called Elephant’s Child because he was the youngest in his family. Everyone said he was curious because he was always asking questions.

One day, he asked, “What does a crocodile eat?”
No one knew the answer. But the wise Kolokolo bird told him what he should do.

“Go to the Limpopo River,” he said, “and you will find out.”
So the next morning, Elephant’s Child set out on the long trip to the river. He didn't even know what a crocodile looked like. Finally, he got to the river. He walked beside the river until he saw an animal that looked like a tree lying on its side.

“Have you seen a crocodile anywhere?” asked Elephant’s Child.

“I’m a crocodile,” he answered. 

Elephant’s Child was very happy, and asked him, “What do you eat?”
“Come closer,” said the crocodile, “and I’ll tell you.”
Elephant’s Child moved closer. Suddenly, the crocodile grabbed him by his nose. “Today I will eat an elephant!” said the crocodile.

While the crocodile pulled one way, Elephant’s Child pulled the other way. As they pulled, Elephant’s Child nose began to stretch. It got longer and longer.

A big snake was watching. The snake felt sorry for the little elephant. She wrapped herself around Elephant Child’s leg and helped him pull. They were too strong for the crocodile. He let go of Elephant’s Child’s nose.

Elephant Child’s nose was now a long trunk. He waited days for it to get smaller again, but it didn't. He decided to go home.

On his way home, Elephant’s Child saw that he could do some great things with his new nose. He could chase insects away; he could pick up things to eat; he could throw mud all over himself to keep cool. When he got home, all the elephants liked his long nose. When he told them how he got it, all the elephants hurried to the river to get their long noses. And that’s the reason elephants have long trunks today!

