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Dear Linda,
 

Yes, we have been back now for two days.  Yesterday, the first day back, I was full of energy; today, I can hardly stay awake.  Jet lag.

 

I will forward your requests to Cheryl and Toney. Mikey's email is mmitol@calumet.purdue.edu.  

 

I want to tell you that I miss China already.  I live in a small town outside of Chicago -- about 55,00 people -- and it's very quiet outside.  We have a sweet little park one block away, but it's so quiet.  I so loved the Renmin park in Changzhou: it was alive!  -- joggers, skaters, card-players and watchers, young and old and in-between.  Where I live, few people congregate at our park; television has ruined civic life in the US; I hope that does not happen to China.  I realize how alive I felt in your country.

 

Linda, I want to thank you formally for your assistance while I was there.
You were so helpful to me (and to the rest); I'm sure Mr. Yu feels the same about your work.  I hope sincerely that I will get a chance to see you again and to work in Changzhou again.  I bought a book for children  -- a primer, really -- on writing in characters.  I intend to work on this so I can read a bit.  I also intend to study spoken Chinese.  

 

I also wish to thank you formally for your parting gift.  It is sweet and lovely.  Thank you, also, for the pictures.  Cliff will be sure to send you pictures we took.  Beijing is wonderful!  And the trip on the Yangzte was wonderful.  Not only did the scenery match paintings I have seen of the misty mountains of China, but the evenings on the cruise ship were delightful.  Two women from the Beijing Opera were among the guests; they sang, beautifully.  I know you said that young people do not like this traditional form, but their artistry was apparent to all.  They received a rousing cheer.  

 

Yesterday, our neighbor came over to ask about our trip.  When we told her, rather randomly, about not only the wonders but also the courtesies and of course about the great civilization we were seeing, she said, "flat out" as we say here, that she had imagined China to be very diffierent.  This woman keeps up with the news, but she still thought China to be very poor, and she had other stereotypical images from 50 years ago or so.  She said that we should tell others about contemporary China.  Of course we will tell those who ask (and no doubt many who do not ask!) about your country and its people.  I thought you might like to know that.

 

Let's try  to keep in touch, if that's all right with you.  

 

Have a good rest of the summer.  -- Best wishes, Marilyn

 

