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    一个人要是重复地做同样的事情他会感到烦躁, allegedly 学生要是每节课都做同样的事情, 学生也会感到烦恼。 作为一个好的老师，要时刻让学生感到新鲜感。 就好象池塘里的一池水一样，要不停地扔进小石头，不断激起涟漪。 这段时间一直在为如何维持学生旺盛的中文学习兴趣着想。走路也想， 吃饭也想，上课也想，下课也想，想着，想着，一天结束了 ，  想着，想着，窗外飘起了雪花，想着，想着，不知不觉中， 春节到了。 
     闲暇之余，翻了一下汉办提供给学生的阅读材料，第一篇“福”字的由来。 灵感来自于瞬间，好材料呀！马上， 抓住，开始搜刮肚肠，搅劲脑汁要搞一池塘的涟漪出来。没想到不仅搞出了涟漪，还搞出了记者， 搞出了对我的第二篇采访报道。
推着我的小车，走进教室，“上课，起立，你好，老师好，请坐，谢谢，不客气”对孩子们来说已经是轻车熟路了。还没等他们坐下，屁股还没有热（这和老美不同， 老美的课很慢，很慢，有时我纳闷这是不是美国孩子上课不听的原因）我就开始对他们进行上节课重要内容的回忆，每回答对一个问题都得到一张红色的方块小卡片。 好学生，难问题，差学生简单的问题。 拿着那张卡片，学生就开始纳闷了， 这个中国老师到底要干什么呀！ 好问题！但是现在你还不能知道。 我拿出从中国带来的福字，学生看得眼睛都花了， 我问了下，谁想摸一下，都举起了小手。福字在小手中穿梭而过。
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可是我还是没有他们心中的疑问，反而又问了他们一个问题， 你们想要做一个和这个差不多的东西吗？ 所有的小孩异口同声“YES”。
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拿起了粉笔，在黑板上画了一个菱形，开始写上了福字的轮廓，写一笔，停一笔。画好后。 Show me your picture !  Put your picture on your desk !  Show me your hands ! Show me your favorite marker or crayon !  Now color the words like this please !
一会工夫， 学生把涂了颜色的“福”字放在了桌上。我拿出了书，绘声绘色地给他们读了“福”字的由来。孩子们听得目不转睛，饶有兴趣！
我抬头，25分钟了， 该到教他们读这个字的时候了。 在“福”字声中， 我结束了这节课，在福字中，学生接受了媒体的采访， 在福中，我们参加了学区的SCHOOL BORAD MEETING 。 在福字中，我们充分享受着教学和学习的乐趣。 
媒体连接：
http://www.peoriamagazines.com/ibi/2007/dec/chinas-classroom-joining-nations-through-language-and-culture
    China's Classroom
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by Sara Browning 

If you walk down the hallways of District 150 schools, you would probably expect to hear the voices of students reciting French and Spanish verbs in unison or perhaps reading aloud a work by Shakespeare or one of the great American authors. However, present-day students are becoming accustomed to a very different language. Posters of Chinese numbers and letters line the walls of classrooms and hallways, giving students the opportunity to brush up on the language between classes. Students passing foreign language instructors in the halls greet their teachers in Chinese. One of the fastest growing languages in the United States, Chinese is quickly infiltrating District 150 schools, attesting to the language’s growing importance in the lives of young people and China’s increasing influence in America’s social and economic future. 

A Deeper Insight 

Members of the Peoria Chinese Association recognized China’s importance in our country when they welcomed five teachers— three female and two male—from China at the Greater Peoria Regional Airport on Sunday, August 11th, 2007. Sun Junfang, a teacher for nineteen years, was among the instructors who traveled from Beijing and who will teach the Mandarin Chinese language and culture to District 150 students over the next two years. 

“The world is becoming smaller, and there are growing interactions between China and America,” she says. “Learning Chinese doesn’t only mean that students can communicate with a different language, but it also means that they can have a deeper insight of China’s five thousand years of civilization.” Sun will teach grades five through eight at Von Steuben Middle School and kindergarten through third grade at Hines. Other schools participating in the program include Richwoods and Woodruff high schools, Lindbergh Middle School, and Charter Oak Primary School. 

Although some District 150 students are not meeting current testing standards, board member Debbie Wolfmeyer believes that those students who are excelling need the extra challenges learning Chinese will bring. Overall, 64 teachers from China will teach their native language in New York, Wisconsin, Ohio and other areas across the United States. 

Song Chao joins Sun in her teaching efforts as the Chinese language instructor of kindergarten through fourth grade at Charter Oak Primary School. “We are the first group of teachers to come to District 150,” he says. “Almost all of the students are learning Chinese. Grades one through four have mandatory Chinese classes two times a week, and even kindergarteners are being introduced to the language.” Lessons began August 20th. 
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A Different Rhythm 

The Chinese lessons Song gives his third grade students at Charter Oak are filled with laughter, energy and enthusiasm. At the start of class, students sing a welcome song in Chinese that is followed by a brief martial arts lesson. The students stand beside their desks in martial arts form and repeat the Chinese commands Song gives them. Students then spend the majority of class time in groups of four or five. One group exercise requires the third graders to write the symbols for Chinese numbers twenty through ninety, eleven through nineteen, and twenty-one through seventy-one. Group work ends each time Song sings a familiar Chinese verse, and students scramble back to their desks. “Ah, this is too easy for you!” Song teases, as the students rattle off their answers. 

Song places heavy emphasis on teamwork, respecting classmates and their ideas and supporting one another’s efforts, while teacher’s helpers, small prizes for students and positive feedback during songs, games and group work encourage class participation. “Very good job. I like your voice!” he says to a student during the closing song. Finally, class ends, and with a friendly wave goodbye, Song wheels his cart filled with Chinese games and activities out the door until the next day’s lesson. 

Digging Up Treasure 

The many facets of the Chinese language provide plenty of opportunity for students to learn. However, like the students, Sun admits that she, too, is always learning. “We are both learners and teachers here,” she says. “Most of the teachers in our group are English teachers in China. We really cherish the chance to improve our own language ability.” Song is also grateful for the chance to improve his English and is excited to learn about the different American holidays. “We do not have Halloween in China,” says Song. “I am happy to be able to experience it for the first time.” Not only do the teachers learn about American culture, they learn about their own culture as well. “As we teach students Chinese language and culture, we begin to find a lot of treasures in our own civilization,” says Sun. “This exchange is really wonderful for both the students and ourselves.” 
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Building Friendships 

In addition to the support Chinese teachers have received from central Illinois schools, students and parents have also responded positively to the Chinese language program. The program has helped teachers from China build special friendships with their students, both inside and outside the classroom. For instance, Sun’s students learned the Chinese word Huamei from their homeroom teacher. According to Sun, the word is a panda’s name in America and means the friendship between China and America. Hua represents China, and Mei represents America. Says Sun: “The students couldn’t wait to share the word with me. They were so happy to build up some kind of relationship with me and my culture. When I meet students in the hall, in the park, or in the supermarket, they are so happy and greet me in Chinese, and they are eager to introduce me to their parents.” 

And parental support is a big part of what makes this program a success. According to Sun, many parents have told her that their children are excited about and fascinated with the Chinese language. “Many parents say their kids love me and my lesson,” says Sun. “Some of the parents say their kids shared with them everything they learned in the Chinese lesson.” Parents are also pleased with the speed at which their children are learning and are truly amazed by the fact that their children are able to speak short Chinese phrases fluently and tell them all about the Chinese way of life. “If you go into a library, you find information about China that is probably at least twenty years old,” Song says. “The Chinese language program and our teaching allows students to experience firsthand the culture of present-day China.” 

Putting the Fun in Learning 

Despite the evident excitement among students and their parents, Sun is also aware that learning a new language can be challenging for some students. She therefore takes steps to make her classes both fun and rewarding. Using teaching techniques such as singing songs, drawing pictures, using flashcards and engaging students in games, competitions and storytelling, Sun keeps her students active while interweaving culture with language. 
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Closing the Gap 

Perhaps one of the biggest advantages of the Chinese school program is that it helps bridge the gap between China and America both in terms of language and culture as well as economy. According to Sun, because of China’s greater presence in business, cultural exchange and tourism, China’s open policy is attracting more and more people from other countries. “The Chinese see this school program as a great opportunity to connect with Americans, and they don’t want to miss this chance,” says Song. Sun agrees and believes that the Chinese language and culture American students learn today will be of great value as they become older. “Just like the story I told the students,” says Sun, “the stones they pick up today may become gold tomorrow.” 

And it appears many Americans feel the same. America’s link with China has proven beneficial in the workplace as well as in the classroom. With an eye for global expansion and in order to support manufacturing growth in Asia Pacific operations, Caterpillar, Inc. recently announced the opening of a component manufacturing campus in Wuxi, located in Jiangsu province in East China. 

Caterpillar’s presence in Wuxi is not only helping to keep the company globally competitive, producing hydraulic hose assemblies since mid-2006 and assembling cabs for core Cat machines since early 2007, but its presence benefits the Chinese as well. Caterpillar provides machines to meet the needs of Chinese customers faced with emissions reduction requirements. Indeed, China’s ability to benefit from what Caterpillar’s Rich Lavin calls “the unparalleled value that comes with owning and operating Caterpillar machines and engines,” coupled with America’s opportunity to increase foreign language skills strikes up a parallelism that some educators and business owners might describe as Utopian. And with Caterpillar Chairman and CEO Jim Owens urging the United States and China to keep relations positive, it’s clear that foreign relations benefits encompass more than quality business and education. Whether teaching Chinese or strengthening the global economy, it’s about helping millions of people worldwide gain access to a higher standard of living. “Huamei! Huamei! Huamei!” Well, we aim to please. IBI 
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