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TOP: Chinese characters are shown during a lesson on the language. ABOVE: Song Chao, one of five teachers from China who are
introducing Mandarin Chinese to District 150 schools, leads third-graders at Charter Oak School during a lively lesson where they
worked on numbers, sang songs and played a game of school desk ping pong.

District 150 students are soaking up Chinese
language and culture thanks to special program

aﬂlermg upa k1ck ball, soccer
ball, football, ping pong ball
and paddles and somehow
managing to hold all of' them
at once, Song Chao heads off
to class.

Not exactly the tools one
might expect to teach third- and
fourth-graders, but Chao, or “Mr.
Song,” as the students and teachers
at Charter Oak Primary School in
Peoria have fondly come to know him,
is greeted with a “ni hao,” smiles and
eyes trained on his every movement.

He whisks around, instructs the
children to stand and in unison both
students and Chao go into song. The

harmony is easily recognizable, “ba
ha hlacl chaan »” hiit tha wnrde wara

Chinese to be exact.

“You have to keep them guessing
what’s next,” Chao said at the end of
class, adding students have been eager
and able to quickly soak up the new
language.

Chao, 29, is among five teachers who
came to Peoria from China in August
as part of a Chinese guest teacher
program sharing their language and
culture over a two-year period.

With any luck, Superintendent Ken
Hinton is hoping not only to expand
the Mandarin Chinese program at Dis-
trict 150 schools, he’s hoping to extend
the current relationship.

Hinton will be in Washington, D.C.,
today and Friday meeting with  °
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Charter Oak School third-grader Ricki Vroman speaks
Chinese as she follows a lesson led by Song Chao,

one of five teachers from China who are introducing
Mandarin Chinese to District 150 schools. Like most
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Senate rejects exemption legisl
but approves other ban clarifice

BY ADRIANA COLINDRES
OF GATEHOUSE NEWS SERVICE
SPRINGFIELD — The Illinois Senal
Wednesday rejected a proposal that
have allowed patrons at the Par-A-Dice
in East Peoria or any of
the state’s other casinos to
smoke and gamble at the CASl
same time.
But the Senate subse- EXCEP]
P Smoki
_emption
have allg

guently approved other
changes that attempt to
clear up some of the ques-
tions about exactly how to
implement and enforce the =
statewide ban on smoking
in most indoor spaces.

The most recent version
of Senate Bill 2707, which
passed on a 35-16 vote,
creates an exemption to
permit universities to con-
duct tobacco research that
involves people who smoke
indoors.

It also details how individuals may
violations of the smoking ban. At pres
cused violators can either pay a fine or
in court. The legislation specifies that
who want to contest a citation may ai
regional hearing at one of the Illinois 1
ment of Public Health’s nine regional
throughout the state.

To become law, the legislation still ne
proval from the House of Representat]
well as Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s signature

Earlier ‘Wednesday, the Senate Exi
Committee voted 7-6 to exempt casing
the Smoke Free Illinois Act.

Senate Republican Leader Frank Wa
Greenville sought to lift the smoking 1
casinos, which have seen revenues dij

Please see SMOKING,
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Song Chao, one of five teachers from China who are introducing Mandarin Chinese to District
150 schools, helps third grader Saige Jibben in a game of school desk ping pong after a les-
son about different balls used in sports.
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Continued from Page Al

members of the American
College Board and Hanban,
China’s Office of Chinese Lan-
guage Council International,
where he plans to request an
additional two Chinese teach-
ers for the district.

“My desire is for our stu-
dents to be able to speak Man-
darin, to prepare them to be
globally competitive,” Hinton
said.

According to the district,
only 35,000 to 40,000 students
between the seventh and 12th
grade nationwide are studying
Chinese, a language spoken by
over 1.3 billion people world-
wide; by contrast, in China,
over 250 million students are
studying and learning English.

Hinton also wants to keep
teachers in Peoria longer.

The five teachers already
here are on a two-year contract
with the District. Their salaries
and stipend are paid for by the
Hanban. The district’s only cost
is housing, transportation and
health insurance for the teach-
ers, which Hinton said has cost
between $20,000 and $30,000.

Besides Charter Oak, Man-

darin Chinese is being taught
at Richwoods and Woodruff
high schools, Von Steuben,
Lindbergh and Washington
Gifted middle schools and
Hines Primary School. Hinton
said he would like to expand

S heprogram

to Mark Bills
VIDEO REPORT Middle School
Link to video and possibly
of Song Chao’s ~ Manual High
class on the Chi-

School, to

nese language at na;‘réirmt;g

pistar.com grade teacher
Vanessa Hipes
said her stu-

dents are always excited.

“It’s an awesome experience,
they wish they had (Chinese)
every day,” Hipes said. “They
learn very quickly; being
younger, the words, the dialect,
the tone — (students) even have
their own conversations in the
middle of the hall in Chinese.”

It’s no wonder. There’s a lot
of movement, standing and sit-
ting, clapping, songs, speaking
loudly as they develop a knack
for the new language.

As one student put it, “W
xhuan Chinese,” or “I like
Chinese.”

Dave Haney can be reached at 686-3181 or
dhaney@pijstar.com.

TopA5 reasons
to learn a

foreign Ianguége

1. Most people do not speak
English. Only 5.6 percent of the
world’s population speaks English
as a primary language.

2. Improve employment poten-
tial. A must if businesses are to
effectively compete in a global
economy.

3. College requisite. Most col-
leges and universities require a
minimum of two years of high
school foreign language instruc-
tion for admission.

4. When traveling. Having the
ability to communicate in a native
language certainly helps with get-
ting around countries outside the
U.S. as well as better understand-
ing the culture.

5. Increase global understand-
ing. Learing another language
gives the learner the ability to step
inside the mind and context of
that other culture.

Source: District 150

Man arrested on ricin charges

LAS VEGAS (AP) — An unemployed graphic
designer who authorities believe was nearly
'killed by ricin was arrested Wednesday on fed-
eral charges that he possessed the deadly toxin
as part of an “exotic idea,” never carried out, to

| poison his enemies.

Roger Bergendorff, who authorities allege
began making ricin a decade ago, was arrested
upon his release from the hospital where he had

been treated since Feb. 14.

He is charged with possession of a biological
toxin and two weapons offenses stemming from
materials authorities said were found Feb. 26 and
Feb. 28 in his room at an extended-stay motel sev-
eral blocks off the Las Vegas Strip.

“He was released from the hospital, and he’s in
custody;” said FBI agent Joseph Dickey; a spokes-
man for the bureau’s Las Vegas office.

Two face charges
in dehydration
death of toddler

'MERIDEN, CONN. (AP) — Two
family friends accused of
depriving a toddler of fluid

for a week as punishment for [

bed-wetting appeared in court
Wednesday to face charges in
his death.

The charges carry a possible penalty of 30
years in federal prison and a $750,000 fine. Ber-
gendorff, 57, was scheduled to appear Wednesday
afternoon before a federal judge in U.S. District
Court in Las Vegas.

Prosecutors said in a six-page complaint that

Bergendorff told investigators he first made ricin
in San Diego in the late 1990s and later made the
substance while living in Reno and in the base-

ment of his cousin’s house in Riverton, Utah.

The complaint said that a June 2002 receipt
for castor bean seed, purchased from a Michigan
company; was found in an Utah storage locker
rented by Bergendorff. The .listed purchaser,
“Roger’s Patio and Garden,” was apparently a
fictitious business created by Bergendorff.

Cancer research is the only legal use for ricin,
which has no antidote and can be lethal.

DECISION

DEBATE

Continued from Page Al

In a 90-minute debate, both
rivals pledged not to raise taxes
on individuals makingless than
$200,000 and said they would re-
spond forcefully if Iran obtains
nuclear weapons and uses them
against Israel.

“An attack on Israel would in-
cur massive retaliation by the
United States,” said Clinton.

Obama said, “The U.S. would
take appropriate action.”

They differed over Social
Security when Obama said he
favored raising payroll taxes
on higher-income individuals.
Clinton said she was opposed,
her rival quickly cut in and
countered that she had said
earlier in the campaignshe was
open to the idea. :

Under current law, workers
must pay the payroll tax on
their first $102,000 in wages.
Obama generally has expressed
support for a plan to reimpose
the tax beginning at a level of
$200,000 or more.

Looking ahead

The debate was the 21st of the
campaign for the nomination,
an epic struggle that could last
weeks or even months longer.

Pennsylvania, with 158 del-
egates at stake, is a must-win
contest for Clinton, who leads
in the polls and hopes for a
strong victory to propel her
through the other states that
vote before the primary season
ends on June 3.

Obama leads in the delegate
chase, 1,643-1,504, with 2,025
needed for the nomination.
And despite a recent gaffe,
he picked up endorsements
during the day from three
superdelegates from a pair of
states with primaries on May
6 — Reps. Andre Carson of In-
diana and Mel Watt and David
Price of North Carolina.

After primaries and caucus-
es in 42 of the 50 states, Obama
leads his rival in' convention
delegates, popular votes and
states won. Clinton is strug-
gling to stop his drive on the
nomination by appealing to
party leaders who will attend
the convention as superdel-
egates that he will preside over
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Democratic presidential hope-
fuls, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clin-

‘ton, D-N.Y., and Sen. Barack

Obama, D-lll., return from a
commercial break during their

‘debate at the National Consti-

tution Center in Philadelphia
on Wednesday.

Have a thought on this issue?
Share it by leaving ;
a message at 687-
8439 or e-mailing
youpage@pijstar.com.
Comments may appear in the
Journal Star's new YOUPage on
Friday.

an electoral defeat at a moment
of great opportunity after
eight years of Republican rule.
The former first lady has
never denied published re-
ports that she once told New
Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson
that Obama couldn’t win when
he called to tell her he would be
endorsing the Illinois senator.
And at a news conference
earlier this month in Califor-
nia, Clinton sidestepped when
asked directly whether Obama
would win if he were the Dem-
ocratic nominee. “I am sure we
will have a united Democratic
Party. I will do everything pos-
sible to make sure we can win,
and I am confident we will have
a Democrat in the White House
next year,” she said at the time.

Obama reports income
of $4.2 million for 2007

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Demo-
cratic Sen. Barack Obama and
his wife, Michelle, made $4.2
million last year as widespread
interest in the presidential can-
didate pushed the sales of his
two books.

In tax returns the campaign
released Wednesday; the
Obamas reported a significant
jump in their income from the
previous year as profits from
the books “Dreams From My
Father” and “The Audacity of

Hope” accounted for some $4 -

million. The Obamas paid fed-
eral taxes of $1.4 million and
donated $240,370 to charity. -
Their salaried income was
$260,735, which included his
$157,102 salary as a U.S. sena-

tor and hers of $103,633 as vice
president of community and
external . affairs at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Medical
Center.

For part of 2007, Michelle
Obama collected a salary for
serving on the board of West-
chester, Ill.-based TreeHouse
Foods Inc., which produces
pickles, nondairy powdered
creamer and other products.
She resigned in May after two
years on the board.

The position had gener-
ated some complaints because
TreeHouse is a supplier to Wal-
Mart, and Barack Obama has
criticized some of Wal-Mart’s
policies and treatment of em-
ployees.
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Murtha says McCali

old to be preside

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Dem
Rep. John Murtha said Wedn¢
that Republican Sen. John Mi
too old to be president.

Murtha is 75,
four years older
than McCain.

He says they are
nearly the same
age, and the rigors
and stress of run-
ning the country is
too much for guys
their age.

“I've served with
seven presidents,’
Murtha told a union audienci
they come in, they all make r
They all get older.”

“This one guy running is ab
old as me;" he said, drawing |
and applause. “Let me tell yo
thing, it's no old man’s job.

If elected, McCain would b¢

‘est man to become presiden

72. Ronald Reagan became
at age 69, but he served as |
for eight years and was just ¢
weeks shy of his 78th birthd:
he left office.

McCain campaign k
intern for recipe mi

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Call
plagiarized passion fruit mou
farfalle fake. Or maybe stoler

Republican Sen. John McCi
presidential campaign reprin
an intern for claiming several
Network recipes were those ¢
McCain’s wife, Cindy.

The campaign Web site hat
tured “McCain Family Recipe
ing Passion Fruit Mousse, Ah
with Napa Cabbage Slaw ani
Pasta with Turkey Sausage, P
Mushrooms, all seemingly id
to Food Network recipes. Anc
recipe, for Rosemary Chicker
and Warm Spinach Salad wil
was similar to one by celebri
Rachael Ray.

Michelle Obama re
elitist characteriz

EVANSVILLE, IND. — Miche
Obama said Wednesday she
product of a working-class b

{i ground and rejected charact

of her and her husband as e

Democratic presidential ca
Barack Obama has tried to ¢
criticism of his comments th
in small towns cling to religic
guns out of bitterness over t|
nomiic plight. Democratic riv:
Rodham Clinton and Republ
McCain have called the remi
ist. Obama said it was a poc
of words to describe the eco
insecurity many face.

“l am a product of a workil
background, | am one of tho
who grew up in that struggle
is the lens through which | s|
world,” Michelle Obama told
ing crowd at Harrison High S
the first stop of a three-city

Journal Star news servic
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