Unit one  Study skills

Lihua Middle School    ke julin   Feb. 2008

Objectives: 1. To become more familiar with the sequence of letters in the alphabet

2. To develop dictionary skills and recognize guide words

            3. To use guide words to locate words in a dictionary more easily

            4．To look for pronunciations, figures and meanings of words

            5. To use dictionary to teach oneself in reading English.
            6. To use study skills to get twice the result with half the effort
Teaching procedures:

Step one: Warm up 

1. Sing the “ABC ”song

2. Play a game about 26 letters

First, revise: Which letter is before /after ‘l’… 

E.G.: Which letter is after ‘j’?

      Which letter is before ‘l’
Second, play the game: What’s it? 

Give the students an example and explain the rule. Explain: I will give you some letters on the screen, and if I say ‘before’, you must use the letter before each letter. If I say ‘after’, you must use the letter after each letter.

e.g. (after) ANX---BOY; (before) XJOE---WIND
For students: A: (after) rhmbd     

B: (after) oqhlzqx 
C: (before) mpofmz

D: (before) qsftfou

E: (after) ezbsnqx

Keys: A: since  B: primary  C: lonely  D. present  E. factory

Step two: Presentation 

1. Ask the students to guess the position of the words appeared in the game in a dictionary.
2. Ask the students to guess the order of the following words in the dictionary.
Words: married, husband, sentence, development, recently, cinema, especially, reduce 

Key: cinema- development- especially- husband- married- recently- reduce- sentence

   3. Tell the students to look at guide words (e.g. fall-fast) to find in which page the word locates. This helps us find the words we want quickly. Then ask the students to finish exercise part B on page 20 and check the answers.
 4. Lead the students to pay attention to the pronunciation, part of speech and meaning of each word and learn to choose the best meaning if it has more than one meaning. Then ask the students to look up a group of words (one by one) to check if students can use the dictionary effectively

Words: e.g.  Group1: symbol, fantastic, clap, marriage, sail.
Group2: key (Can you find the key words in this sentence?)

5. A competition ---look up the words (underlined words in the sentences given) on the board (group work)

Sentences: e.g. Will you go abroad in the future?

We wash our hands in living water.

The lady in deep red is a worker. Etc. 
Step three: Extension 

1. Ask the students to list some other study skills.

2. Give the students a reading comprehension to teach them when to use the dictionary during their reading comprehension.

a. Ask them to do the exercises (reading A) on the paper sheet without the dictionary.

But they can ask partners for help. Check what answer they get.
b. Teach them how to deal with new words in reading.( ask someone else, guess, overlook, use the dictionary) Give examples in this reading material.
c. Tell them to choose the most important words and look up them in the dictionary to save time. Give examples in this reading material.
d. Help them finish the reading comprehension and make sure they understand the skills.
3. Let the students to summarize the study skills of dealing with new words: 

a. Guess the meaning according to the passage. 

b. If there is someone else, ask him/ her for help.

c. If the word can’t prevent you from working out the answer, overlook it.

d. If the word matters with your answer, use the dictionary to look it up.

Step four: Self-taught practice 

      1. Let the students to use the study skills they learn in this lesson to teach themselves English. Give them another material to practice.
       2. Check the answers.
Step five: Teacher’s ideas

        Encourage the students to learn more study skills and use them in learning.

        Encourage the students to try to learn more self-taught skills and develop the habit of teaching themselves.
        Tell the students: Study skills---Get twice the result with half the effort(事半功倍)
Step six: Homework

       1. Look up new words in the reading materials in the dictionary.

       2. Self-taught work: do a time-limited reading. 
