Task-clued Learning: Problems and Solutions

· Task one: Identifying problems

Situation A: Ma Jie is back from school and feels hungry. His mother suggests bread.

    Problem: feeling hungry  

    Solution: having some bread
Situation B: Ma Jie has a bad cold. He coughs a lot and has a running nose and a stuffy throat. He sees the doctor. The doctor advises taking medicine, drinking more water and having more rest.

   Problem:                                          
   Symptoms/reasons:                                     
   Solution:                                              .

Problem—solution method is very helpful to us in our daily life. 

But how can we describe our problems?

· Task two: Expressing problems
Useful expressions and phrases to tell problems: 

★Words: 

  Sad,  confused,  disappointed,  unhappy,   alone/lonely,  afraid…
· structures:

I feel like … 





They make me feel…
I wish…






I’m tired of…
· images 

under a black cloud




(be) stuck/caught between…
feel blue






down in the dump

Examples:

① If you lost your way in a forest and there was no one to help you find the way out, you would feel that things were ________________;

② If your team lost a basketball match, you would feel ___________;

③ If you heard that you could not go to the seaside for your holiday, you would be _____.

④ If you failed in your English exam, you would feel __________.

   Suppose you really failed in your English exam, what would you do?

· Task three: Breaking big problems
· Section A: one example:
Situation: I failed in the last English exam, thus I am very worried about my English studies. Now I come to my English teacher for help.

Problem: How can I improve my English?

Reasons: 

Vocabulary: _____________________________________

    Listening: ______________________________________

    Reading: ___________________________________________

    Writing:___________________________________________

Solutions:                                                        

·  Section B: MA Jie’s problem(s):
You found this letter on your school website. It was written by your friend, Ma Jie. Read it, and underline the negative language Ma Jie used to describe his problems.

Dear friends,

I have a problem, and I don’t know what to do. I really hope someone find me a solution! I’ve been very sad the past few months. I feel caught between what I want, what my parents want and what my basketball coach wants.

I have always been an average student. My parents feel that I need to spend more time improving my grades so I can go to a good university. They make me feel like I am a bad son when I don’t obey them and focus on what they think is best for me.

For the past few years, I have been playing for the city basketball team. I’m an outstanding player and running around on the basketball court is what makes me happy. The coach thinks I have a chance to become a real star. He thinks that I need to arrange to spend even more time working on my basketball skills. I feel guilty when I don’t practise harder because he has spent a lot of time coaching me, and he really believes in me.

The problem is that I don’t have time to study more because I play basketball so often, and I don’t have time to work harder at basketball because I have to study. It feels like allocating adequate time for each is just not practical. I want to go to a good university, but I also want to play basketball. I’m so confused. Whichever way I look at it, I’ll never be really good at anything unless I quit doing everything else.

I am really tired of feeling worried about this and being unhappy. I wish I knew what to do.

MA Jie

Questions:

1. Please underline the negative language Ma Jie used to describe his problems.

2. What problem does MA Jie have?

After you read the letter, you decided to call MA Jie to find more about his problems. Read the following passage and complete your notes below. 

MA Jie: When I’m at school, I’m often very tired. I have to stay up very late to finish my homework because I spend all the afternoon with my basketball coach. I know that I’m not doing my best at school. That makes me feel bad because I like to try my hardest at everything. When I play basketball, I sometimes make mistakes, and I don’t play well because I’m thinking about my studies, and I feel worried that I’m falling behind.

I want to be good at my studies and to be good at basketball--- I want to do both things well. I feel confused and sad because I don’t know how to do both. Lots of people play a sport and do well at school. I want to learn to balance both of these activities. My coach says that I have a special ability, and that it would be wrong not to use it. He says that very few people can play basketball as well as I can--- I should be willing to give up other things in my life so that I can focus on playing. But my parents tell me that sport cannot take the place of a good education. They say that I could get injured; also, you can’t be 100% sure that you will be able to play basketball like YAO Ming in the future. They believe that it is more important to study hard and prepare for a job in the business world.

I agree with both of them. I’m lucky to be so good at basketball. It would be silly not to try and become the best I can be, but I also think that a good education is one of the most important things there is. I know that even if I become very good at basketball, there might be a day when I’m too old or injured, and I will need a good education to help me find a good job.
Questions:

At school: 


often feels (1)_________________

Playing basketball:

sometimes (2) ______________; doesn’t (3) ______________; thinking about (4) _________________; worried about (5) ____________.

Wishes:



good at (6) ________________ and (7) _______________; do both well.

From coach:
MA Jie has a special (8) _________________; should be (9) ______________ to give up other things in life; should (10) _______________ on playing basketball.

From parents:
sports cannot replace (11) _______________; could get (12) ________; no guarantee to have a future like (13) __________; more(14) __________ to study hard; prepare for a job in the (15) _________________.

Attitude:
(16) _________________ with both of them.

· Task four: Discussing solutions to MA Jie’s problem(s):
· Section A:  MA Jie’s attempted solutions
Big question: What do you think of MA Jie’s problem?

     Small questions:

1 Who are involved?

2 What attempts have been done to try to solve the problem?

③ What were the results of the solutions he had tried?

④ What does he wish to happen?

MA Jie tells you about some of his solutions he thought of and why these solutions did not work. Write down the reasons he gives next to each possible solution.

MA Jie: The first thing I tried was just working harder at everything. I thought that maybe I could just try harder, and then I could do well at school and get better at basketball at the same time. But the idea didn’t work because both things take a lot of time, and there are just not enough hours in one day to do my best at both things.

Then I thought I could focus on school, and just play basketball at the weekend. But my coach is right when he says that two days a week is not enough training if I want to become very good.

For a few weeks I studied less. I could still get average marks, even if I did not spend much time studying. That was a huge mistake, because I failed two exams and my parents were very disappointed. I’ve thought about quitting basketball too. Lots of people don’t play a sport and they are happy, right? But not me. If I don’t play basketball, I’m not happy.

What do you think I should do?

   Possible solutions:               Why this solution did not work

1. try harder at everything          ★    both things take a lot of time     
2.focus on school, 

play basketball at the weekend     ★____________________________________

3. study less   


      ★____________________________________

4. quit basketball                 ★____________________________________
· Section B:  Giving advice on his problems (possible solutions)
Now, you have known MA Jie’s problems, you are expected to give him some advice to help him out. What advice will you give?

【When you give advice, there are some guidelines to remember. Following these will help you make your advice clear, and more helpful to the people who need it.】

	Guideline
	What to do
	Why

	1.Avoid judging
	Use positive, helpful language; 

Do not say, ‘It is wrong for you to…’
	People want help but not judgment of their previous behavior

	2.Give examples
	Mention a similar situation where your advice works.
	People will know how to use your advice

	3.Be specific(具体的，详细的)
	Give the advice that can help people to solve their own problems
	People can be helped to solve their problems


Samples:

There is an English idiom that goes, ‘you can’t please everyone’;

You should decide on your own, and tell your parents what you feel.
… …
Your advice:

①                                                                       

②                                                                      

③                                                                      

④                                                                       
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