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The Curriculum Design Based on Big Ideas: Connotations and Implementation

Lo Lijie

Abstract: Human knowledge is gradually increasing, but the content of school curriculum is limited. In recent years,
the national curriculum standards of the United States, Canada and Australia connect the knowledge system in the
curriculum by using big ideas, the study of which can be traced back to Bruner, who studied educational process. At
present, the big ideas used in curriculum design are differentiated in a broad sense and in a narrow sense, and have
different categories and levels, as is of great significance to the development of students” transferable skills. With "unit"
being an important carrier, big ideas—based teaching includes such important elements as the goal of concept
understanding, potential learning materials, situation creation, and independent construction.
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