Dear teachers:

Today, I want to share my favourite English story My Antonia. The author of this story is Willa Cather, who is one of the most outstanding American women writers in the early 20th century. Most of her works are based on the pioneering era in the Midwest of the United States, so is My Antonia. 

From the perspective of feminism, this story attempts to reveal how Antonia and Lena Lingard find themselves, develop themselves and realize their independence in the process of resisting patriarchal society in different stages through analyzing the two characters. And today I want to briefly discuss the story and characteristics of the female characters that Willa Cather created in My Antonia.

This story takes place against the backdrop of the vast Nebraska prairies. Antonia’s father, Mr. Shimerda, in the face of the harsh and difficult reality, he retreated, and finally chose to commit suicide. Antonia, under the oppression and control of the unquestioned authority of Ambrosch who is the oldest son and the new leader of the Shimerdas, had become a completely involuntary work machine, completely losing her sense of independence. But Antonia did not succumb to such fate, but slowly grew up step by step out of ignorance and onto the road to awakening. Finally, she gained the independent consciousness of female autonomy and lived in harmony with men.

In addition to Antonia, there is also a special chapter in the story about Lena Lingard. The descriptions of the two women have obvious contrast not only in character, appearance, but also in life experience. 

After reading this story, I realized it is necessary for us to recognize that the value of women now is getting social approbation gradually. Antonia and Lena, two female characters, prove the importance of women in family and society through their own efforts and practice, and they realize their independence in order to better reflect the value of women.
Willa Cather’s works have a pioneering significance. In My Antonia, Cather breaks the general definition of women in the society and shapes the image of women who pursue independence. Both Antonia and Lena, they have lived a poor and struggling life, but they are still positive about life and quite independent and refuse to rely on others. These independent women, relying on their own ability, have created a life of their own.

That’s all, thank you!


