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The Mixian County Story: Locale Personal Relationship and Politics in Republican China
s+sveeeeees Huang Daoxuan (4)
In Republican China the essential ideas political institutions and governmental authorities all appeared in an
ambivalent status which resulted from the continuous changes in modern China. Henan was located in a region where the
central power and the local powers intersected. Mixian Country of Henan because of the key figure Fan Baiquan became
an ideal locale to closely observe this intersection. Fan Baiquan’ s rise in Mixian County and his complicated interaction
with the county authority and local society as well as the wartime development of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in
Mixian County were all related to this ambivalent background. Only could the CCP insist its principles like a pure current
in this ambivalent time. However the United Front of the CCP also opened multiple possibilities and to some extent kept

the connection with the general condition of the time.

Turning the Natural Moat into a Thoroughfare: British Navy’ s Maritime Surveys in the Chinese
Coastal Areas during the Opium War +++-eeceeeeeeeeseniininnniinicnceinnennennees. Wang Tao (24)
Before the Opium War the British had little geographic knowledge about the Chinese coastal areas and they also

lacked accurate maritime maps. This was an essential shortcoming that restricted the British Navy’ s military actions.

Therefore during the Opium War the British Navy conducted large-scale maritime surveys in the coastal areas in

Zhejiang Jiangsu and north China as well as the important rivers such as the Pearl River and the Yong River and the

Yangtze Delta. The Qing court did not have the idea of maritime rights nor a strong navy so it failed to stop the British

surveys. The surveys changed the British Navy’ s geographic knowledge and thus had a great impact on the result of the

Opium War.

Revisiting the Decrease of Land Tax in the Early Tongzhi Reign of the Qing Dynasty
covveneenee Zhou Jian (38)

In 1863 — 1865 the officials and local gentry in Jiangsu Province proposed to reduce the quota of land tax after the
war against the Taiping Rebellion. Their efforts resulted in a decrease of more than 540 000 dan of tax rice or 26. 77% of
the original quota. It helped relieve the heavy burden of land tax in Jiangnan in the Ming and Qing periods. Local officials
played a leading role in this reform. However in the three decades after the decrease of the land tax the local officials in
Jiangsu were still unable to collect the full quota of the land tax somehow because local officials fabricated famines and
embezzle some of the tax. The decrease of the land tax in the Tongzhi Reign and the tax collection and transportation
afterwards illustrated that against the background of the structural change of the Qing court’ s fiscal income in the late Qing
period all the levels of the bureaucracy lacked motivation and courage to fundamentally reform the land tax system in order

to recover the tax income to the level in the early 19" century.

Famine Relief at the Cost of Self-strengthening: the Great Famine in 1877 —78 and the Setback of
Li Hongzhang’ s Self-strengthening Enterprises ««ccocoeeccececececiriiiniiniienn. Zhu Hu (60)
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