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The Construction and Practice of the Chinese Model
in the Development of School Curriculum

CUI Yunhuo
( Institute of Curriculum and Instruction East China Normal
University Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: There is a joint gap between the ideal and the reality of curriculum reform in many
countries of the world. Within the K-12 curriculum reform, there has been a significant issue to
overcome the difficulties of school-evel implementation and further construct a school curriculum
development model with Chinese characteristics. With 22 years’ design-based research, this team of
researchers and practitioners integrated practical exploration and top-evel design, and local action
and global vision, and created a school curriculum development model based on the interaction
theory of teachers, programs, and students. This model, following documents of the national
curriculum reform, builds on the educational philosophies of schools and establishes a school
curriculum system of professional norms in the levels of school, semester, and unit/lesson. This
design-based research: pioneers the development path from elective courses, activity courses, to
school-based curriculum; establishes curriculum standards for inquiry-based learning via developing
series of cases; reconstructs the professional norms of effective implementation of national
curriculum, including studying curriculum standards and textbooks, drafting semester syllabus, and
designing new plans for units or lessons; and applies evidence-based classroom observations to
promote alignment of teaching, leaming, and assessment. With continuous improvement and
promotion in practice, this model has become a new primary form of curriculum development in K-
12 schools in China.

Keywords: curriculum reform; school curriculum development; curriculum development model;

professional norms of curriculum development



