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Functional Hand Grasps. Thorofare: Slack Incorporated

A Developmental Study of Pencil Grasps of Preschool Children
Wang Xi, Guo Liping
(College of Preschool Education and Special Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062)

Abstract This study was designed to investigate the developmental principle and characteristics of pencil grasps in preschool children
by mean of their drawing circles. The results showed that the ages of 3. 5—5.5 is an important transitional period during this process.
The mature pencil grasps are commonly seen around the ages of 5.5 years. Between the age of 5.5—6. 5, there is no rapid progress of
pencil grasps. The general trend of pencil grasps in preschool children is presented in three phrases of developmental progression moving
from the primitive pattern to the transitional grasp phrase through to the mature grasp pattern. Comparing the preschool children in
China with those in America, the anthors found no obvious difference in the developmental progress but the percentage of mature
grasps used by Chinese children is lower than American’ s.
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Influences of Ongoing task’ s Resource Demands on
the TAP Effect in Prospective Memory

Sun Yao®, Zhou Renlai"*>
(1State Key Laboratory of Congitive Neuroscience and Leaming, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875)
(2 Beijing Key Lab of Applied Experimental Psychology, Beijing Nomal University, Beijing, 100875)
(3 Key Laboratory of Child Development and Learning Science Southeast University » Ministry of Education, Nanjing, 210096)

Abstract  The transfer-approprate pmocessing effect in prospective memory refers to the phenomenon that the performance of
prospective memory is better w hen the processing types of the ongoing task and the prospective task are consistent than when they are
inconsistent. Using the dual-task experimental paradigm, our research explored the influence of the ongoing task’ s resource demanding
on the TAP effect in prospective memory. The result shows that the differences of the ongoing task s resource demanding do have an
effect on the T AP effect in prospective memory. When the ongoing task is easy, whether or not the processing types of an ongoing
task and a prospective task are consistent does not affect the performance of prospective memory; when the ongoing task is difficult,
w hether or not the processing types of the two tasks have an effect on prospective memory depends on the type of ongoing tasks. The
TAP effect is found only under the condition of the semantic ongoing task. When the ongoing task requires perceptual processing, the
processing type has no influence on the performance of prospective memory.
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