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Changes of Preschool Education Idea in the Past 40 Years of Reform and
Opening—up in China
Bin Zhang,' Yongping Yu?
("Preschool Education Research Center, Changshu Institute of Technology, Suzhou 215500
China; *School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097 China)
Abstract: Over the past 40 years since the reform and opening—up in China, the most basic and pro—
found change of the preschool education is the rebuilding of the idea. It was the return of the true
meaning of education, the approach of the essence of education, and the rational thinking of education.
Children Awareness has been highlighted. The aim of the preschool education has changed from school
readiness to laying the foundation for lifelong development. The emphases of the preschool education have
transferred from teachers’ teaching to children’s learning, from the knowledge to experience. And the
role of the teacher has changed from the nursery teacher to the professional with multiple roles. The experi—
ence of the reform above shows that, to develop the preschool education, we must follow its basic laws.
Key words: reform and opening—up, changes of idea, preschool education idea, value of preschool

education



