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Abbott Lowell and Educational Reforms at Harvard University

Xu Zhiqgiang P32

Abstract ; Nowadays, Chinese society is undergoing profound social transformation and desperately in need of innovative and creative
talents; however, most of our college graduates can not live up to the requirements of such a rapidly changing world. To remedy that
situation, it is necessary to reform our higher education system. A similar problem confronted Harvard University in the US about one
hundred years ago. To tackle that problem, Abbott Lowell, who became the president of Harvard University in 1909 | carried out a se-
ries of reforms on undergraduate education at Harvard University, focusing especially on the following three aspects. First, establish a
flexible curriculum with concentration and distribution requirements to strike a balance between academic autonomy and accountability.
Second, establish an honorary degree system to promote academic excellence through healthy competition. Third, establish a tutorial
system to rebuild positive student-teacher relationships. These measures not only helped restore the reputation of Harvard University as
a world-class institution, but also had a profound impact on many other universities in the US. Higher education institutions in China

today can also draw valuable lessons from the reforms at Harvard University.

Key words: Abbott Lowell ; Harvard University ;a curriculum with concentration and distribution requirements; tutorial system ; academic
excellence

Enhancing US National Competitiveness through STEM Education

Long Mei Zhao Zhongjian P41

Abstract: The US has been ranked as among the most competitive countries in the world for many years, owing largely to its continued
and ongoing commitment to STEM education. National competitiveness, or the capacity of a country to generate added value, is deter-
mined by various factors. According to the “Global Competitiveness Report” published by the Geneva-based World Economic Forum,
which is widely recognized as the world’ s leading cross-country comparison of factors affecting economic growth, there are 12 pillars of
competitiveness. Examining data corresponding to these pillars, we found that STEM education in the US had been playing a significant
role in developing numeracy and technology skills among young people, stimulating job growth, encouraging innovation, ensuring in-
come, racial and gender equality, as well as enhancing US overall economic strength. In a word, STEM education is the main propeller
of US economic development, a highly profitable investment for the country in the long term.

Key words: STEM education ;national competitiveness ; education in the US

Cultivating Civic Virtue through Empathy Education: Reflections on
Rousseau’s Emile, Book IV, ‘ The Passions’

Cao Yongguo P73

Abstract ; In his book Emile, or On Education, Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712 —1778) explained his views on the mechanism of human
empathy , complexity of empathy education, as well as practical wisdom needed in the field of education. Civic virtue, as a natural out-
growth of human empathy, helps to counterbalance the moral rationalism prevailing in a free and competitive society. Such moral ratio-
nalism, which uses virtues merely as tools to achieve better survival or live a life of ease and comfort, is actually very mean and selfish.

Empathy helps overcome our selfish tendencies and enables us to care about others as much as we care about ourselves. Empathy also
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