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Every year on
Mary’ s birthday, from the time she turned 12, a white gardenia
was delivered to her house in Bethesad, Md. No card or note
came with it. Calls to the florist were always in vain — it was a
cash purchase.  Her mother had saked her if there was some-
one for whom she had done a special kindness who might be
showing appreciation. Perhaps the ngithbor she”d help when she
was unloading a car full of groceries. Or maybe it was the old
man across the street whose mial she retrieved during the winter

so he wouldn’ t have to venture down his icy steps. ( 12
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mother died ten days after she was married. She was 22. That
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