王蔷 如何进行non-fictional 文本的阅读教学
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3> 2-1 What is informational text or non-fiction?

Informational text = Non-fiction

Nonfiction texts . <
present accurate [ They are factual prose
information about writings dealing with

any subject matter. actual events.
(Galda, Cullinan, & (Cole 2009). books, maps,

Sipe 2010) J history, social
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Categories of non-fiction texts

Non-fiction has two main categories (Oczku 2014):

(1) essays

An essay expresses the writers knowledge or thoughts on one particular
subject. Essays may be narrative, descriptive, expository, or persuasive.
(2) biographies and autobiographies

A biography is the story of a person’s life written by someone else and an
autobiography is the story of a person’s life written by that person.

is that nonfiction writers present facts
as supporting evidence for their opinions Therefore, when reading
ots to distinguish

A key feature of nonfiction

informational texts, wg

-
-
-
B
.
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2> 3-1 Why informational text?

* About 85-90% of our adult daily reading materials is informational or
non-fiction (Smith 2000).

* Around 95% of the sites online contain informational texts ( Kamil and
Lane 1998).

* By learning to read informational text, students will gain the critical
thinking and reading skills they need to be truly college and career-
ready (CCSS 2010).

« Success with informational text is critical for overall success in school

(Oczkus 2014).
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3-2 According to research, informational text:

is a powerful genre,
surrounding

us and illuminating

our worlds every day.

(Allyn 2014)

better prepares students for the

fact-paced changing world
(Oczkus 2014)

is a source of reading
enjoyment for students
(Guthrie et al 1996)

yV N

helps build vocabulary

-@and enhance literacy

(Duke, Bennett-Armistead,
and Roberts 2002)

helps build background

> knowledge about the world which

ultimately fosters comprehension
(Anderson and Guthrie 1999)

‘®

includes topics and questions
of interest for children
Guthrie et al. 1996)
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> 3-2 According to research, informational text:

It is competency with expository reading, not narrative, that matters most to
our students’ future employers. David Pearson (2004)

is a powerful genre, s
surrounding

us and illuminating®

our worlds every day.

helps build vocabulary
............... @and enhance literacy
(Duke, Bennett-Armistead,
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. Create opportunities for Encourage gathering
B?(;Igt::?_glcidggrfzcrgzgh reading, writing, and evidence for arguments
s » speaking activities, 3 from reading ,

provide opportunities

>

provide rich and

interesting reading for students to share Post evidence-based
materials covering what they read. prompts on charts to guide
different genres > Give students a real students thinking and

> Find text that has depth reason to read for sharing, such as: because,
and strong text features information. for example, according to

> If possible, provide more > Encourage students to the text, from the text |
than one text on a topic share what thev have know that, a reason for
for students to gain read by postingthemon = el on page..

content knowledge walls or online.
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3> 4-3 Questions to be answered before reading tasks

LS
¢ Is it an essay or a biography/autobiography? ‘}( (RY
X A - o LI |
e For what purpose and audience has it been written? ViV
el e 7 S A w
e |[fitis an essay, is it a narrative, descriptive, \ ﬁé
expository, or persuasive text? fl
This is because we may use different strategies y

for reading different types of texts. \
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4-4 Before designing reading tasks — (oczku 2014)

For a narrative essay:
For a descriptive essay:
For an expository essay:

For a persuasive essay:

[What major events does it relate and what is
the outcome?

What impression of the subject does it create
and what details does it present?

What is the thesis statement? How does the
rest of the essay develop and support the
thesis?

What opinion does the author present? What

facts, exampl d reasons back up this
otions does th
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4-5 Before designing reading tasks

1 | R e 6z = B

i } What seems to be the author’s purpose? What major [
‘ g | events of the subject’s life are included? What opini f
. ‘ . . ? pinion o |
| ead'ng a the subject or idea about people in general does the
jography: |author communicate? What anecdotes reveal the subject’s |
(| human qualities?

What seems to be the author’s purpose? Does the author
| | what to inform, entertain, persuade the reader, or does the |
itobiography: || author want to express an idea about life? About what
| main events and people has the author written and why
are these events and people important? What
_|| understanding about life or what impression of himself or
| herself does the author present?

or reading an
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What is the
purpose or
motivation
my students
have for
learning the
text?

Are my
students
familiar with
the topic?
What do they
know about it?

What can my
tudents “do”
with the

Do my
students have
the strategies
to deeply read

and
comprehend
the text?
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> 4-7 Help students identify text features

Informational text features may include:

* headings * Diagrams
* Subheadings * Charts

* Photos and captions ° Different fonts
e Drawings * Highlighted words

e Maps * Table of contents

.
« graphs Indexes.
e glossaries

‘A-‘
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Informational text features may include:

Possible activities:
1. Teachers may read

* headings * Diagrams aloud an informational

» Subheadings e Charts text and then pause on

» Photos and captions + Different fonts each page for students to

D win « Highlighted words share with a partner the
gs text features they see.

e Maps * Table of contents 2. Teachers may also

e gra phs e Indexes provide a checklist of text

e glossaries features and have

students check them off
and list a page numberg

‘ ‘they find each featu
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> 4-8 How can we teach informational text? Some practical ideas (oczku 2

Promoting comprehension by engaging students with text features

| A Wonder Wall
————— | 1 wonder why.
Choose a chapter JEEEIES

What does the

and explain why:  |IEELEEE ‘ —aw
aUthor WEITE (62 tea(:?h “X piCkepd this X | because __— After readin
Ue [ eaCh.Ch?pter' chapter because | 1 wonder what ___ back to Tt
After r?ja_dl_ng. Werte7 el llbecause summarise
thev\’;’re :t;tl?gsa:]e - wondering ___ " i 1 wonder who you have le
SICTINE Y After reading, “ because I about the |

surprises? Which
chapter< were
stronge ~akest?

students return to |  wonder when or the bc
khis/her wonders. \’ Because
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e of
contents (TOC) to
predict

What does the
author want to teach
us in each chapter?
After reading: Were
the predictions met?
Were there any

surprises? Which
chapters were
strongest or weakest?

Promoting
ting comprehension by engaging students with text features

Using the table of Y

contents to question Using the table of

contents to
summarise

After reading, go
back to TOG,
summarise what
you have learned
about the chapter 7 |

or the book.

Choose a chapter
and explain why:
I picked th
chapter because
and Iam
wondering__*
After reading,
students return to
his/her wonders.

Te el s
) iaignses
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Using the headings
to question
After reading, invite
students to each
select a heading and

turn it into a question.
Then in pairs try to
ask and answer the
questions.
Teacher may model
different kinds of
questions

-

-

Question word: who,
what, when, where,
why, and how
| wonder what, why,
when, who, or where
and how (to promote
critical thinking).
Question the author:
Why does the author
organize the text this
way? Why are these
points included?
What was he trying
to say?

» 4-
9 How can we teach informational text? (Oczku 2014)

Using the photos to
understand the text
Students study a
photo from the book
carefully. They try to
photograph it in their
minds. Then, they put
it away and try to
sketch it and describe
it with a partner. They
can help each other

Students work with
a partner and select
their top 3 photos.
They then tell the
class why they
thought the photo
was helpful in
understanding the
main ideas of the
text.
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4-9 How can we teach informational text? (Oczku 2014)

Promoting comprehension with engaging text features

Question word: who, @

(SSLTRGENEEG el  what, when, where, Using the photos to

to question why, and how
INERAET Wi Wi understand the text

After reading, invi when, who, or where
9 Students study a
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SECHER O SSGIminds. Then, they put
way? Why are these it away and try to

turn it into a question.
Then in pairs try to
ask and answer the
questions. oints included? i dd ib

may model P 2 skegch it and describe

ety =% RLEE LRt with a partner. They

ifferent kinds of
dlﬁ?]ruestions tosaye can help each other





image26.jpeg
Using the headings
to question

After reading, invite
students to each
select a heading and

turn it into a question.
Then in pairs try to
ask and answer the
questions.
Teacher may model
different kinds of
questions

Promoting comprehension

Question word: who,
what, when, where,
why, and how
1 wonder what, why,
when, who, or where
and how (to promote
critical thinking).
Question the author:
Why does the author
organize the text this
way? Why are these
points included?
What was he trying
to say?

4.9
How can we teach informational text? (Oczku 2014)

ith engaging text features

Using the photos to
understand the text
Students study a
photo from the book
carefully. They try to
photograph it in their
minds. Then, they put
it away and try to
sketch it and describe
it with a partner. They
can help each other

Language prompts:
This photo helped me
understand how/why

The photo added some

very important

information including
that was not in

the text.

The photo explained the

information in the text

aboul
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4-10 Using graphic organizers to support the understanding of text structures
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4-10

How can we teach informational text?

sing graphic organizers to support the understanding of text structures

The most common

- Informational texts are text structures are :
written to inform, - Descriptive
describe, explain » Problem/solution
persuade, or report. - Time order sequence

» Compare and contrast
» Cause and effect

“‘
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What are
they 2

Types of
clouds

Many water drops bump into each
other, stick together into bigser drops
and fall down-

The water vopuor changes into
snowflakes wheh the aif is very cold
‘and fall out of the clouds.

The water drops in in the sky freeze
into littie balls of ice, get bigser and
heavy, and fall to the ground.

A dloud forms close to the cold ground
oo mormings after cool, lear night.

« gets broken up into colours
“during a Fght rain shower
ough the raindops-

Iteains.

Itsnows.

Hailstones
fall.

1t fogsy-

Rainbows

’ are formed.

[ ook like sheets across the sky

1800-3000 metres high
————
produce drizzle
[ fluffy, look like balls of
| oS
(mean fine weather; can grow large and be

[ stratus |

clouds

cotton wool

ErEypesor)__ [Eumuls
clouds. clouds. storm clouds

E 5000 metres high

3 thin, wispy

12,000 metres high

made of ice crystals
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BROGIEEY— (F) Clouds, Rain and Fog

[ Text structures —— JE—
et srvstuses

Description descrlptlve adjectives: in, appears to be, under, over,

beyond
Problem/Solution problem, reason, conclude, solution, an idea, as a result,
consequently

Time Sequence first, second, now, later, then, finally, eventually
Compare and like, as, different, similarly, same, both, although, yet,
contrast while

Cause and effect because since, in order to, cause by, reason

o i, wispy.

12,000 metres high

made of ice crystals
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How can we teach informational text? Some useful tips

Make lead-in of a reading lesson relevant, simple and straightforward;
Give a clear purpose for students to read for information and make
problem-solving the key to get them involved in meaning-making;
Give students’ adequate time to read and share among themselves;
Make critical thinking part of every lesson (McKeown, Beck & Worthy
1993);

Provide students with opportunities to discuss about what they read,
write their own informational text, conducting interviews, creating
posters or class museums, producing class books etc. based on what t

have read, .

Ask students to reflect on a lesson on they have learned.
Mlance is needed between fiction and iii:ﬁction texts. ‘
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2 4-10  How can we teach informational text? Some useful tips

Make lead-in of a reading lesson relevant, simple and straightforward;
Give a clear purpose for students to read for information and make
problem-solving the key to get them involved in meaning-making;
Give students’ adequate time to read and share among themselves;
Make critical thinking part of every lesson (McKeown, Beck & Worthy
1993);

Provide students with opportunities to discuss about what they read,
write their own informational text, conducting interviews, creating
posters or class museums, producing class books etc. based on what they
have read, .

Ask students to reflect on a lesson on they have learned.

A balance is needed between fiction and non-fiction texts.

- A A
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Problems students encounter in reading informational text

Unfamiliar text
format

B\, Challenging
@D content/ideas

Difficult to find
text-
based evidence
Difficult to
High vocabulary make
d

inferences

R
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' Using informational Text to Teach Literacy:

Goals, Methods, and Practices

Wang Qiang
Beijing Normal University
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3> 1-1 Introduction — Reading and Language Learning

Reading is an essential part of language learning at every level (Oczkus

2014):

« For learning the language. Input - vocabulary, grammar, sentence and
discourse structures as they occur in authentic texts.

« For content information. Through reading, students get exposed to a wide
variety of knowledge from humanity to sciences, learning about people,
society and the natural world, with an authentic purpose for reading.

- For cultural knowledge and awareness. Through newspapers, magazines,
books, journals and Web sites, students get to learn about different
cultures where they get insight into the lifestyles, worldviews from

different cultural perspectives. ‘
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> 1-2 Introduction — What kind of things should students read

* We are living in a fast-paced digital world where 85-90 % of our daily
reading materials is informational (Smith 2000).

* The ability to read informational text well has been recognized as the key to

success for future students (Oczkus 2014).

Informational texts help build knowledge, broaden perspectives, promote

critical thinking and enable a better understanding of the world.

For this reason, students must not only learn to read fiction but also

develop strategies to read non-fiction in order to become truly ready for

college or future careers (Common Core State Standards 2010
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