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Japan’s Curriculum Administration at the
Cross Roads: Competency-based Educational Reform

Fumio Isoda

(Nagoya University and Director of Asian Satellite Campuses Institute Japan)

Abstract: The Japanese Ministry of Education is now making a key competency based curriculum
from tertiary education to primary education and demanding all levels of schools to put it into
practice. As a reason of the competency-based educational innovation the Japanese Ministry of
Education believed that treating the key competency as human beings’ holistic ability not some
fragments of knowledge or skills and depending on which to set educational goals and consider the
appropriate ways of education is the trend of educational reform all over the world. Some severe
criticisms and objections however arose. Some believed that the education mode based on key
competency was rooted in the youth unemployment problem in Europe 1990s. In order to improve
the youth’ s employability it came up with the idea of key competency which in fact had a narrow
definition lacked flexibility and just directed to training not education. The education mode
opposite to key competency based education includes becoming in education knowledge-based
education and community-eentered education the Japanese Ministry of Education however is still
moving towards the key competency based education.
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