M7U3 The world online
Reading: The effects of the Internet on our lives
By Qiu Xu  April 21st, 2011

Learning aims:
1) Learn to read and write an argument.

2) Get to be aware of the effects on people’s lives.

Step ONE: Pre-reading activities:

1. Discussion:
What do you think the most important benefit of the Internet is?
____________________________________________________________________
Do you think there are any negative things about the Internet? What are they?
____________________________________________________________________

2. Vocabulary:
Match the words with the correct meanings. 
	1) downtown

2)  package

3)  sceptical

4)  frequent

5)  drawback

6)  addicted

7)  handle
	a. having doubts about sth. 
b. in the city center
c. disadvantage
d. deal with
e. happening very ofen
f. unable to stop doing sth.
g. sets of things sold together


Step TWO: Reading

1. Fast reading
1. The text is the  __________ of the speeches two students gave at an ________________ about the ____ _________of Internet use. 

2. Who are the two debaters?
___________, presenting _____ ____________ side
___________, presenting the con side

3. Reading strategy: How to read an argument
1) When you read an argument, you must remember that ________________________.
2) How does an argument develop?
--- The first thing : a __________ of ______ _____ _________ is_____
--- After that: main points
--- In the rest of the argument: ________ _______
--- At the end of the argument: ______________.
3) Application of reading strategy
a. Analyze the structure of the 1st part
 A specific view: _____________________________
Para ___:    Present the two main points
Para ___:    Supporting facts for Point 1
Para ___ :   Supporting facts for Point 2
Para ___:    Draw a conclusion
b. Fill in the blanks.








c. Analyze the structure of the 2nd part
  A specific view: _________
Para 1: Present the two ___________ 
Para 2: ________ ________for Point 1
Para 3-4: Supporting facts for Point 2
Para 5: Draw a ___________
d. Complete the form below
	Debater

(view)
	Main points
	Supporting facts
	Conclusion

	Lin Lei
(on)
	
	· eBay

· University professors
(para2)
	

	
	
	· Families’time

· Experts

· A study

· (para 3-4)
	


4. Further reading: True-or-false work

a According to the survey, children use the Internet mostly to play games. 

b When people are in need of information, the Internet is now the first place that many people turn to. 

c In building a friendship, the most important thing is common interests.
d The clinic was opened in Beijing to help people surf the Internet.    

e If people spend all their time on the Internet, they will feel separated from the people and the world around them. 

f The purpose of the passage is to present the positive effects of the Internet.
Step THREE: Consolidation:

  Write a passage according to the tips:

假如你叫李华。最近你班同学组织了一场讨论，主题是：网络是一把双刃剑。下表内容是你班的讨论结果，请根据表中的信息写一篇题为”A double-edged sword”的英文演讲稿。
	70％的学生认为
	1. 有同学说网络方便了人们寻找需要的信息

2. ……

	30％的学生认为
	1. 网上容易受骗
2. ……

	你的观点
	……


注意：1. 文章的开头已写好，不计入总词数。

2. 词数；100左右。

3. 参考词汇：经济负担economic burden

A double-edged sword

Good aftern ladies and gentlemen:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Step FOUR: Homework:
1. To read the text more to find some useful phrases.

2. To complete the work on page 36 C2, E.

3. To read your article to your group members.

Extensive Reading:  Addiction to internet 'is an illness'

2008/10/22 21:33   [excerpt ] 
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New evidence shows that excessive use of the Internet causes isolation, tiredness and withdrawal symptoms--David Smith, technology correspondent March 23, 2008 

Tense?Angry?Can't get online? Internet addiction is now a serious health problem. 

Internet addiction is caused by excessive gaming, looking at online pornography, emailing and text messaging. The disorder is now so common that it should be included in medical text books. It has four main components: 

  ~Excessive use, and not realizing how long you spend on the Internet; 

  ~Withdrawal symptoms, including feelings of anger, tension and/or depression when there is no access to the Internet; 

  ~The need for better computers, more software or more hours of use; 

  ~Negative repercussions, including arguments, lying, not doing well at school or work, social isolation and tiredness. 

In South Korea 10 people died from blood clots because they sat for long periods in Internet cafes and another was murdered because of an online game. South Korea now sees Internet addiction as one of its most serious public health issues. The government estimates that around 210,000 South Korean children need treatment. 80 percent of them might need medicines that help the brain and nearly a quarter might need to go to hospital. High school pupils there spend about 23 hours per week gaming, so another 1.2 million need basic counselling about Internet addiciton. Many people are also worried about the number of addicts who stop going to school or leave their jobs to spend more time on computers. In China, there might be 10 million teenage Internet addicts.[image: image3.png]


 

Dr Block, a psychiatrist at the Oregon Health and Science University in Portland, writes that it is more difficult to estimate how bad the problem is in America because people go online at home instead of in Internet cafes." Unfortunately it is not easy to treat Internet addiction," he said." The problem is with the relationship with the computer," he said." If you try to remove the computer, they feel they've lost their best friend. That can lead to depression or rage." 

Harry Husted, a single 51-year-old from New York, spends 16 hours a day on the Internet. He says that he is not addicted, but admits that he used to be." I used to work with computers for eight hours, then get home and go online for another seven hours. I was online until two or three o'clock in the morning or until I got so tired that I had to go to bed. I didn't go out to get the groceries and I didn't care about friends,TV, or anything. When I realized what was happening I did something about it. Now I only use MySpace to advertise my business." 

Internet addiction clinics are opening all around the world, and many people have joined web discussion boards such as Internet Addicts Anonymous. The Centre for Internet Addiction Recovery in Bradford, Pennsylvania, says Internet addiction is often a factor in criminal, divorce and employment cases. 

Robert Freedman, the editor of the American Journal of Psychiatry, said Internet addiction is different from person to person." In Korea,poeple are mostly addicted to gaming sites. In America, it is Facebook. They are also addicted to online pornography, games, gambling, chatting with friends. All these things existed before the Internet, but now they're a lot easier." 

His advice to addicts is :" A sel-help group is a good place to start, but maybe a real group is better than an online one." 
View: The Internet has	effects


on our life





Point1: Its __________ for people to look for information





Point2: Its ___________ to build groups online and form friendships.





Supporting facts: 


·A survey shows __________ of users use it to search for answers to questions.


·__________of the respondents use it to advance knowledge about _________.





Supporting facts: 


·Internet friendships are based on common___________. 


·People who are disabled can ____________ with the outside world.





Conclusion: The Internet remains a positive __________ that makes our lives better.
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