Module 8  Unit 2  Reading  

Turandot in Beijing
                               By Pu Yafang   May 19th, 2011
Teaching Aims:

1. To enable students to learn about the Turandot. 
2. To make students know how to read a review of an opera.
3. To make students learn and master the following words and expressions:

 shortly afterwards; for the first time; fall in love; take on; unconditional; be drunk with; exercise control over; break one’s promise; 
Teaching Important Points:

1. Train the students’ reading ability.

2. .Learn to use the following useful phrases:
shortly afterwards; for the first time; fall in love; take on; unconditional; be drunk with; exercise control over; break one’s promise;
Teaching Methods:

1. Fast reading to get a general idea of the text.

2. Careful reading and task reading to get the detailed information.

Teaching Aids:

The multimedia; blackboard
Teaching Procedure

Step 1 Greetings

Step 2 Lead-in

To start the lesson by asking the students some questions:
1. Have you ever seen any of Zhang Yimou’s films? 
2. Besides films, what else has Zhang Yimou directed?
Step 3 Reading

I  Fast reading

Ask the student to skim the text to finish the exercises in Part A

II Careful reading
Read the text carefully, then finish the following questions:
1. How many times will Turandot be staged in the Fobidden City?

2.Why does the writer think that the Forbidden City is a good setting for Turandot?

3. What kind of person is Turandot?

4. What happened to the prince who could not answer the princess’s riddles?
5. What does Calaf say will happen if Turandot can guess Calaf’s name by sunset? 
III Reading Strategy

What should we pay attention to while reading a review of an opera?

a. A review of opera usually starts with some                   .

b. The review can five some important such as           and finally           .
c. The review may include lots of very            words that reflect           .
IV Task reading

Task reading---Plot
The story begins when a prince is killed for being unable to answer Turandot’s riddles. Turandot, a beautiful princess wants to avoid        , so she makes a         that she will marry a man who can answer her three             and that if he guesses wrong, he will           . Shortly afterwards, Calaf, a prince,            in love with Turandot at the first sight of her. He             the answers to the Turandot’s questions correctly, which greatly                her. Seeing this, Calaf says that she don’t have to marry him if she can           his name by sunrise. In the end, Calaf kisses Turandot and wins her            . They marry and the whole city           their happiness.
Task reading---Other infor.
The conductor   :               
The           :  Zhang Yimou

Main actor and actress:                  ---Turandot
                     Barbara Hendricks --- Liu

                     Kristjan Johannsson ---          

V Post reading 

Read the passage and find out the words that reflect the writer’s opinion about the opera.
Step 4 Useful expressions
Appreciate the following sentences, and learn good expressions:
1. Shortly afterwards, another prince, Calaf, sees Turandot for the first time and falls in love.

2. The story then takes on a classic love triangle featuring Calaf, Turandot, and Liu,whose love for Calaf is unconditional.

3.In the story, Turandot is drunk with power. She even dares to try and exercise control over her father, …
4.The emperor find the deaths of so many men disturbing, and although he would like to, he cannot break his promise.

Step 5 Exercises for consolidation
Step6 Assignments

1. Finish the learning paper.

2. Reading the text, then find other good expressions.
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Turandot in Beijing

Aims:

1. To learn about the Turandot. 
2. To know how to read a review of an opera.
3. To learn and master the following words and expressions: shortly afterwards; for the first time; fall in love; take on; unconditional; be drunk with; exercise control over; break one’s promise; 

1.Read the text carefully, then finish the following questions:
1) How many times will Turandot be staged in the Fobidden City?
2) Why does the writer think that the Forbidden City is a good setting for Turandot?
3) What kind of person is Turandot?
4) What happened to the prince who could not answer the princess’s riddles?
5) What does Calaf say will happen if Turandot can guess Calaf’s name by sunset? 
2. Reading Strategy

a. A review of opera usually starts with some                   .

b. The review can five some important such as           and finally           .
c. The review may include lots of very            words that reflect           .
3. Task reading

Plot : The story begins when a prince is killed for being unable to answer Turandot’s riddles. Turandot, a beautiful princess wants to avoid        , so she makes a         that she will marry a man who can answer her three             and that if he guesses wrong, he will           . Shortly afterwards, Calaf, a prince,            in love with Turandot at the first sight of her. He             the answers to the Turandot’s questions correctly, which greatly                her. Seeing this, Calaf says that she don’t have to marry him if she can           his name by sunrise. In the end, Calaf kisses Turandot and wins her            . They marry and the whole city           their happiness.
Other infor.  The conductor   :               
The           :  Zhang Yimou

Main actor and actress:                  ---Turandot
                               Barbara Hendricks --- Liu

                               Kristjan Johannsson ---          

4. Useful expressions

Appreciate the following sentences, and underline good expressions:

1. Shortly afterwards, another prince, Calaf, sees Turandot for the first time and falls in love.

2. The story then takes on a classic love triangle featuring Calaf, Turandot, and Liu, whose love for Calaf is unconditional.

3.In the story, Turandot is drunk with power. She even dares to try and exercise control over her father, …
4.The emperor find the deaths of so many men disturbing, and although he would like to, he cannot break his promise.
5. Exercises for consolidation
(1)选词填空
	shortly afterwards     for the first time        fall in love      take on   

be drunk with        exercise control over     break one’s promise;


① He is a reliable friend and never ________________ to  anyone.
② The city _______ golden colour in the sunset. 

③ China began to ________________ Hong Kong in 1997.

④ I was very excited when I went to Joyland                         .
⑤ __________ the overnight fortune, he hardly felt the ground under his feet.
(2)限时阅读

6. Assignments
(1)用所给单词的适当形式填空

①I witnessed the first of eight _________ of Giacomo Puccin’s word-famous opera.(perform)

②To avoid _______, she says any potential husband must answer three riddles or die.(marry)

③However,in this wonderful production it has been _________into the location for a beautiful and heartbreaking love story.(transform)

④The emperor finds the deaths of so many men _______(disturb).

⑤The orchestra was _________by Zubin Mehta ,an internally famous conductor , who was born in India.(conduct)

⑥Turandot is _______with power,she even dares to try and exercises control over her father.(drink)

⑦Everyone was _________by his __________expression in the face.(terrify)

⑧Turandot is _________to learn his name and threatens and terrifies Liu.(desperation)

⑨She is greatly _______by this .(upset)

⑩Just imagine_________such an opera in the Forbidden City.(perform)
(2)课文词汇归纳

                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
                        ；                      ；                   ；
Module 8  Unit 2 The universital language

Period Two  Reading
预习作业

一 词义搭配

I                              II
1. universal              (   ) to express a threat against sb.

2. star                   (   ) to cause severe suffering to

3. outdoor               (   ) of all; belonging all
4. dare

5. threaten

6. torture

7. conductor

8. heartbreaking

9. superb

10. authentic
图兰朵》是在历史背景深远，气势磅礡的我们中国的北京紫禁城太庙隆重登场，这是一份巨星云集的现场实况录音。这出歌剧由名导演张艺谋，名指挥大师祖宾梅塔连决合作。
　　这部3幕歌剧据意大利剧作家戈齐（CarloGozzi，1720—1806）的5幕同名寓言剧，由阿达米（Giuseppe Adami）与席莫尼（Renato Simoni）撰脚本，作于1921—1924年，逝世前仅完成第三幕前半部分，后半部分由阿法诺续成。其故事素材似乎取自17世纪末介绍到欧洲的波斯《仙女之箱》。此剧1926年4月5日在斯卡拉歌剧院首演，指挥为托斯卡尼尼，首演之夜，剧情到第三幕柳儿自刎时，托斯卡尼尼放下指挥棒对听众说：“就在这里，普契尼放下了笔。”全剧首演为次日。这部歌剧的3幕为：第一幕，北京紫禁城前。持续的行板，表示图兰朵的动机。黄昏，广场上的各式人听官吏宣读布告，布告上说，图兰朵公主将下嫁给猜中3道谜底的人，如果猜不中就会被斩首。波斯王子因猜不中，月亮出来时即被处以极刑。人们骚动着，向皇宫拥去。人群中丫环柳儿（Liu）搀扶着鞑靼逊王铁木尔（Timur），当柳儿哀求旁人帮着扶起被挤倒的铁木尔时，铁木尔儿子卡拉富与父亲相见。周围百姓被驱散，传来刽子手要行刑的叫声，铁木尔称柳儿无微不至地照顾他，柳儿称“我一直无法忘记王子的笑容”，表示她内心的爱慕。刽子手磨斧子，高唱《上油，磨利斧子》，即将被处刑的追求者高喊“图兰朵，冷酷的美人”。在东方氛围中，描述死刑的执行，合唱告终后，刽子手退场，众人在广场上仰望夜空，唱《月亮怎么还不出来》。月亮出来后，众人合唱《月亮出来了》，远方传来童声合唱《在东方山顶上有鹳鸟在歌唱》，其旋律取自中国民歌《茉莉花》。在月光下押到刑场的波斯王子脸色苍白，大众合唱“可怜的年轻人，请公主赦免”，卡拉富则诅咒冷酷的公主。在月光下，图兰朵上场，众人跪下，她默默拒绝大众的请求。卡拉富被公主美貌倾倒，忘我地自语：“美如天仙，宛如梦境。”众人都下场后，只剩下帕木尔、柳儿和卡拉富，卡拉富念叨着图兰朵，想跑到城墙边去敲锣，决心参加猜谜。3位大臣平（Ping）、彭（Pong）与潘（Pang）带着面具出场，忠告说：“你想干什么，快转身，否则生命难保。”3人说：“美丽的公主也不过是一张脸两只手两只脚的女人。”侍女要大家安静，因为公主在休息。3位大臣告诉卡拉富：3个谜是无法解开的，最好快快回去。卡拉富表示：“只有我才是她的恋人。”帕木尔悲哀地对他说：“你想遗弃年老的父亲吗？”哭泣的柳儿则唱咏叹调《请听我说，王子》（Signore，ascolta），哀求王子不要去冒险。卡拉富被感动，唱咏叹调《柳儿别哭》（Non Piangere，Liu），一边安慰柳儿，一边表示坚定的决心。卡拉富不顾大家劝阻，跑到墙下大喊3声图兰朵的名字，尽管柳儿等高喊“死亡”，他还是用力敲了3声锣，以示求婚。乐队奏图兰朵主题，高官称一切都完了，帕木尔与柳儿为之哭泣。
　　第二幕第一场，幕间剧。大帷幕上有各种装饰，平、彭、潘3人各带随从上场，平唱《命运的铜锣在圣殿响起》，3人唱中国风味的三重唱，他们计算为破谜处死的已有13人，反对参与这残酷的游戏。后面又传出《磨利斧子》的合唱，3位大臣哇庆祝婚礼的《为她铺上柔软的被子》，据说此旋律采自中国皇帝去寺庙礼佛时的音乐。喧闹起，3人说又有人要被斩首，以进行曲节奏换场。第二场，皇宫前广场。8位官员拿着写着图兰朵谜题与答案的案卷，众人交头接耳，3位大臣也上场，年老的皇帝坐在最高层宝座上。卡拉富站在阶下，帕木尔与柳儿则在围观群众中，百姓跪伏在地，齐声赞颂皇帝。皇帝劝说卡拉富取消求婚，卡拉富拒绝。进行曲声中，侍女们在台阶上撒下鲜花，台后传来童声之歌，图兰朵登场。她微视卡拉富后，以威严的口气唱咏吧调《过去的故事》（In questa Reggia），叙述她祖母遭入侵的鞑靼人俘虏凌辱后悲惨地死去，说她是为了替祖母报仇，才以这主意使外来的求婚者赴死。她说，没有人能占有她，冷酷地唱：“外邦人试试看，谜题有3个，死亡只有一次。”卡拉富也回答：“谜题有3个，死亡只有一个。”猜谜开始，第一个谜题是“在黑暗中，幻影如彩虹飞舞”。公主说：“这幻影是人人梦寐以求的，它为了在每个人心中苏醒，便在每一个晚上诞生，在清晨死亡。”卡拉富回答：“希望。”官员打开答案，表示正确。图兰朵走到台阶中段，说出第二个谜语：“像火焰非火焰，失去了生命就会冷却，梦见征服就会复燃，颜色如夕阳艳红，声音清晰可闻。”卡拉富想了一会儿答：“一见到公主双眼就燃烧、苦恼的是热血。”答案正确，大家欢呼。公主愤怒地走下台阶，第三道题是：“冰冷给你火焰，从火焰中得到更冷的冰。若盼望自由就成奴隶，想当奴隶却变成国王。”卡拉富脸色苍白地陷入沉思，图兰朵逼问，一会儿卡拉富跳起来说：“而今胜利属于我，我的火焰会使冰融化，那就是图兰朵！”群众庆贺合唱，欢呼谜已被彻底解开。图兰朵跪在皇帝前说，“请不要把清纯的处女交给陌生人”，又面对卡拉富说：“我不会成为你的！”皇帝却说誓言是神圣的，众人呼应。卡拉富说，“刁蛮的公主啊，我真心爱你。”他对图兰朵说，解除婚约只有在天亮前回答一个问题，说出他的名字。众人歌颂皇恩，送他入宫。
　　第三幕第一场，皇宫内庭。夜，卡拉富听着远处传来“谁能不准睡觉”的声音，唱著名的咏叹调《无人入眠》（Nessun dorma），他坚信黎明一到，胜利就会属于他。平、彭、潘上场，把一个美女推给卡拉富，美女向卡拉富献媚。3个官吏又以财物诱惑，见美女与贿赂都不发生作用，对卡拉富说：“如查不出你的名字，我们都会被杀死，请你快离开这里。”卡拉富坚持“我的希望是图兰朵”，大家拔剑指向他，想逼他说出名字。这时舞台后传来“我们知道了”的喊声，士兵把帕木尔和柳儿押上来，图兰朵登场。图兰朵一声令下，先审帕木尔，柳儿挺身而出说，只有我知道他的名字卡拉富想去救柳儿，反被逮捕，柳儿当着卡拉富的面被拷打，图兰朵问她为什么不愿说出名字，她说“这是爱情的力量”。柳儿唱《隐藏在心里的爱比痛苦更坚强》（Tanto amore segreto），她对图兰朵说，我沉默地把他的爱给你，我虽然会失去一切，但这是心爱者最珍贵的礼物。这时大众叫道“杀头，杀头！”刽子手出现，柳儿唱咏叹调《公主你冰冷的心》（Tu che di gel sei cinta），她说公主你懂得爱后，冰冷的心就会被热情的火焰融化。趁卫兵不注意，她拔剑自刎，普契尼原作到此为止。续完的内容是，帕木尔靠在柳儿尸体边痛哭，送葬的队伍远去后，卡拉富与图兰朵的二重唱。卡拉富扯去图兰朵的面纱，说冰冷的公主，你应看看这为你而流的热血。图兰朵表示，即使面纱拿掉，我的心仍在天上。卡拉富强行亲吻，图兰朵自语：“我究竟怎么了？我输了？”她的心终于融化，流下了眼泪。台后传来优美的歌声，人们庆贺黎明来临，卡拉富的爱情诞生，图兰朵唱咏叹调《泪水盈眶》。卡拉富说：“今天公主已属于我，我要把名字和生命都献给你，我是鞑靼王子卡拉富。”图兰朵拉着他的手走向大众等待的广场。第二场，皇宫前广场。早晨，在进行曲下，皇帝坐上宝座，大众高呼万岁。图兰朵与卡拉富上场，图兰朵说，“父亲，我已知道了这个年轻人的名字，他的名字叫作爱。”卡拉富与图兰朵拥抱在一起，群众高唱“太阳，生命，愿一切永远”的合唱祝贺他们幸福，剧终。　　
1. witness  n.

e.g. According to (eye) witnesses, the robbery was carried out by two teenage boys.

witness  vt

witness doing sth

e.g. He arrived home just in time to witness his brother being taken away by the police.

2.star  vt  (e.g. The studio would like to star her in a sequel to last year’s hit.)

cast  vt  (e.g. The doctor decided not to cast his  new film with big-name actors.)
3. setting n. 

e.g. The play has its setting in a wartime prison.

be set in …   (e.g. The story was set in Britain of the nineteenth century.)

4. take on 

a. to accept a particular job or responsibility:

e.g. She took too much on and made herself ill.

b. to employ someone:

e.g. She was taken on as a laboratory assistant.

c. to compete against or fight someone:

e.g. The Government took on the unions and won.

d. to begin to have a particular quality:

e.g. Her voice took on a troubled tone.

5. exercise  vt  (to use one’s right, power or influence)

e.g. The young employer simply does not know how to exercise his power over his employees.

Since you’re a citizen of our country, you should exercise your right to vote.
6. be desperate to do sth./be desperate for sth.

  ( to be eager or in great need to do/for sth.) 

e.g. The old man was desperate to see his son, Who had left home to study abroad.

   The boy is desperate for a new pair of football shoes.

7. leave vt 常用“leave＋宾语＋宾补”结构
 (to let sb. do sth. or be in a state/to let sth. be in a state ) 
e.g. My grandma is over 80 years old, so do not want to leave her alone at home.

   The poor farmer died, leaving his wife and three children in poor conditions.

   When the couple went on holiday, they left their pet dog in the care of a friend.
8. transform vt (to make a complete change of the appearance or character of)

e.g. Plenty of rain might transform the area from a desert into a place full of plants.

   It is said that the old railway station built about 100 years ago will soon be transformed into a railway museum.
Answers:

dedicated; mistake; walk; neck; visitors; positive; journalism; programe

Step 7 Homework
Giacomo Puccini, an         , began writing Turandot in 1924,          the final scene uncompleteed. His former student, Franco Alfano, completeed the final scene.
The story begins when a prince is killed for being unable to answer Turandot’s riddles. Turandot, a beautiful princess wants to avoid           , so she makes a          that she will marry a man who can answer her three          and that if he guesses wrong, he will       . Shortly afterwards, Calaf, a prince,        in love with Turandot at the first                 sight of her. He          the answers to the Turandot’s questions correctly, which greatly   

        her. Seeing this, Calaf says that she don’t have to marry him if she can       his name by sunrise. In the end, Calaf kisses Turandot and wins her           . They marry and the whole city            their happiness.

