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The Connotation and Research of/on Textbooks
from an International Perspective

XU Binyan

( Institute of Curriculum and Instruction East China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: Textbooks not only are the carrier of knowledge, but also carry social norms or values,

and contain specific patterns of perceiving the world. Textbook research is a kind of interdisciplinary

research, in which discourse theory, media analysis, and the sociology of knowledge are crucial.

The textbook has its physical form and presents an objectively given information structure; it also

represents a subjective schema that points to the way in which the textbook is understood or felt.

Textbook research from a perspective of the curriculum should consider readers” standpoint and focus

on linguistic features of the textbook itself.
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