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Hotspots Subjects and Future Research on
Textbooks of Primary and Secondary Schools
in China and Overseas Based on Co-Word Analysis

ZHAN Xiaohong SONG Rui & XU Ranran
( College of Teacher Education FEast China Normal University Shanghai 200062 China;
College of Chemistry and Molecular Engineering East China
Normal University Shanghai 200062 China)

Abstract: For a comprehensive understanding of current status and trends of research on primary
and secondary school textbooks in China and overseas 698 articles in English and 1346 articles in
Chinese have been analyzed using co-word analysis. The results showed that research on primary and
secondary school textbooks is characterized by broad research fields and prominent themes.
Comparison and historical analysis research on textbooks’ pedagogical attributes and expression
system have received increasing attention. The research on the goal of developing core competencies
and distinctive content of textbooks adopted by local schools are the special foci in China. As a
whole the ideological construction and innovation of research methods in China are lagging behind.
Future research efforts should focus on the following areas: expanding hot research topics and
promoting basic research on textbooks strengthening the construction of textbook ideology

developing electronic textbooks and their applications and placing emphasis on the improvement of
methodology of textbook research.

Keywords: research on primary and secondary school textbooks; co-word analysis; in China and

overseas; research hotspot

—128—



