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An Attempting Discussion On Establishing Aged Pedagogy

Yang Deguang

Abstract: China has entered an aging society. The problems caused by the elderly and their roles in social
development have also received increasing attention. Whether from the specificity and importance of the aged education or
from the physical and psychological characteristics of the elderly, it is imperative to establish the aged pedagogy. At
present, there are the external and internal conditions to establish aged pedagogy as a discipline. To this end, the
establishment of the aged pedagogy should focus on the knowledge system of aged education, explore the basic theory of
aged education, the object of aged education, the teaching practice of aged education, the talent training of aged
education, the education system of aged education, policy and management of the aged education.

Key words: aging of population, aged education, aged pedagogy

Author: Yang Deguang, professor of College of Education, Shanghai Normal University, Former President of
Shanghai Normal University, Vice President of China Higher Education Association, & Executive President of Shanghai
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Educational Spirit and Wisdom in Chinese Philosophical Tradition

Ye Lan

Abstract: The Chinese philosophical tradition, composed of Confucianism as the main body and the coexistence of
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, has the uniqueness and significance in value orientation, basic mode of thinking
and way of existence. It contains educational spirit and wisdom, and forms an educational philosophy based on the
traditional Chinese philosophy. The understanding of the relationship between man and nature shows the educational spirit
of the unity of man and nature, ie., that the nature, the earth and human beings are interlinked, that man should act
according to the law of the nature, and that man has the special status in the nature and the interlinked relations. Taking
life as the object of study and practice is an important way to solve the problem of how man grows up, stays upright and
becomes successful, the core issue derived from the unity of nature and man. Thus, the Chinese expression of education is
to teach the knowledge of nature and man, and to raise the consciousness of life. The Chinese philosophical tradition
values wisdom more than knowledge and experience, which leads to the uniqueness of methodology and mode of thinking:
emphasizing on comprehensive thinking and the understanding of the whole and relations; focusing on the changing
conditions and key points in the process of transformation by applying the thinking mode of continuous changing.

Key words: Chinese philosophy, educational spirit, wisdom
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